No nobler training exists but that which cherishes the good, the beautiful, and
the true, thus producing disciples of knowledge and lovers of wisdom.
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An Aspiring Classical Teacher
When I first began to teach, I felt I
needed to be a starched, in control,
knowledgeable‐in‐all‐things sort of
teacher. This turned out to be a very
diﬃcult role. I wanted to act like I knew
exactly how to perform in my classroom
while I taught and managed the stu‐
dents around me. However, inside, I
was very afraid that I would reveal
some unsa sfactory aspect of myself.
A er all, I was supposed to be a classi‐
cal teacher, and, in my opinion, this re‐
quired me to be perfectly enlightened
as I assumed teachers of ancient mes
had been. This belief prevented me
from being myself. I can be very ener‐
ge c, expressive, and crea ve, but I can
be forge ul. So, I made an eﬀort to
spend me inves ga ng if I belonged in
this teaching environment. Happily,
through much explora on I discovered
Docendo Discimus, a La n proverb
meaning “By Teaching We learn.” This
saying gave me hope, because it meant
that since I desire to be a great teacher,
I must remain a student.
A teacher does the same thing a stu‐
dent does when learning about a new
subject. We must obtain informa on.
Next, retain the informa on, and then
be able to retrieve it when needed. A
teacher should not feel unworthy dur‐
ing their first few years, because this is
a me of encoding the informa on and
trying your best to store it and then to
share the basic requirements using well
‐ar culated notes. Classical teachers
will refresh themselves from me to
me with pre‐exis ng informa on, dis‐
cover new informa on to enhance
what is being taught and have a plan to
make connec ons to other subjects or
classical concepts. This made me realize

that it is ok to forget some things in the
early years of teaching. Because, as
me goes by, my constant eﬀorts to
recall and explain concepts will encour‐
age my brain to learn. Even now, the
struggle has lessened and I have a
be er understanding, which I know will
improve every year. A classical teacher
does not have to fear not being able to
remember every fact, but just believe
that con nued learning is the expecta‐
on. David Hicks, the author of Norms
and Nobility, who is dedicated to Classi‐
cal Educa on, supports this concept by
saying, “The heart of Classical Educa on
is a spirit of inquiry. We as teachers
should cul vate the curious wonder
that children possess.”
What be er way to cul vate this curi‐
osity than by using my own unique per‐
sonality and crea vity to ac vely s mu‐
late and nurture individual inspira on
in learners. At first, my thoughts were
that the kids need to have fun things to
do. This involved me crea ng inspira‐
onal group ac vi es, games, etc. A er
several disrup ons and kids not being
able to recall their learning, I realized
that this did not contribute to the clas‐
sical idea of cul va ng life‐long aﬀec‐
ons for truth, goodness and beauty,
which comes from the love of learning.
Christopher Perrin said that a wise
teacher will know how to import “play”
to the best advantage, not permi ng
her classroom to become a playground.
I had to learn to play diﬀerently and
then apply it to my students’ learning.
Through concentrated teaching strate‐
gies which requires the development of
mul dimensional, highly interac ve and
involved educa onal approaches my
kids can be ac vely engaged, (Pg. 2)
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Xavier Classical Charter
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toward wisdom and virtue.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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1/3‐5— Homework Club
1/10‐12— Homework Club
1/11— Board Mee ng 6p.m.
1/12— PFA Mee ng 3:15p.m.
1/17‐19— Homework Club
1/19— TACKY TOURIST
DRESS UP DAY
1/20— WINTER SHOWCASE
(7‐12) 6:30p.m.
1/26— End of Semester
NO SCHOOL
(Kindergarten ONLY)
Early Release (1‐12)
1p.m.
1/27— NO SCHOOL
(Teacher In‐Service)
1/28— Academic Decathlon
Ski Club—10:45a.m.
1/31‐2/2— Homework Club
2/1— Re‐enrollment and
Open Enrollment begins
2/4— Ski Club— 1:15p.m.
2/7‐9— Homework Club
2/8— Board Mee ng
6p.m.
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Aspiring Teacher cont. —
promo ng fun as their curiosity is s mulated. In Christopher Perrin’s Eight Principles of Classical Pedagogy, he says
that memory through repe on, songs, chants and jingles should be u lized. Students have the natural tendency
to sing and the brain wants the repe on. Experiencing something over and over again cul vates curiosity and
wonder, which is beau ful, true and good.
A classical teacher also uses a principle of FesƟna lenta ‐ make haste slowly. She must invest me to form a deep
love of what is being taught and avoid just going through the mo ons. There is no fooling the students because
they will ul mately feel this vibe in the classroom. A teacher must spend me having her students view and discuss
the concepts being learned. This experience needs to be done over and over again in order for the student to expe‐
rience the truth, good and beauty in the knowledge they obtain.
My journey was one of uncertainty and fear due to not understanding the process of being a Classical Teacher. I
have recently learned scholars understood the importance of being a student and using the knowledge obtained to
teach. Inves ng me is necessary in order to form an apprecia on of what is discovered. By reinforcing this infor‐
ma on through repe on, curiosity and wonder will be cul vated, which leads to wan ng to learn more. I am a
Classical Scholar and I can use my own unique, crea ve personality to s mulate, nurture, and cul vate all that is
beau ful, true and good.
With this insight, I hope that I can embody this quote: “The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The
superior teacher demonstrates. The great teacher inspires.” ―William Arthur Ward
Julynn Hall— Fi h Grade Teacher

OPEN AND RE‐ENROLLMENT
FEBRUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31
VIRTUE OF THE MONTH
HONESTY—WE NEVER KNOWINGLY INDUCE ANOTHER TO BELIEVE
WHAT IS FALSE. WE ARE ALWAYS TRUTHFUL IN WHAT WE SAY AND
DO, REGARDLESS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OR CONSEQUENCES.
Jan. 3 — “Honesty is more than not lying. It is truth telling, truth
speaking, truth living, and truth loving.” ~James E. Faust (American reli‐
gious leader, lawyer, poli cian, b.1920‐2007)

Jan. 10 — “No legacy is as rich as honesty.” ~William Shakespeare
(English poet, playwright, actor, b.1706‐1790)

Jan. 17 — “Honest hearts produce honest acƟons.” ~Brigham Young
(La er Day Saints leader, b. 1801‐1877)

Jan. 24 — “Honesty shines like a light through the eyes.” ~Alexander
Pope (English poet, b. 1688‐1744)

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
Tap your toes and sing along in
this "splashy" adapta on of the
celebrated and beloved film. Hilar‐
ious situa ons, snappy dialogue
and a hit‐parade score of Holly‐
wood standards make Singin' in
the Rain the perfect entertainment
for any fan of the golden age of
movie musicals. January 12th‐14th
at 7:30pm w UNDERSTUDY SHOW
on January 14th at 2:30.
Advance ckets are on sale now!
Get them at h ps://app.arts‐
people.com/index.php?
show=71562 or at the Orpheum
Theatre cket counter Wednesday
through Friday from 11am to
3pm! Same day ckets will be sold
at the door 90 minutes before
each performance,.

